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Cycle Period Year Type Credits
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Teaching method Hybrid
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General description The aim of this module is to familiarise students with the major issues and methodologies of variationist research as well as

to equip them with the necessary skills and tools to identify, analyse and interpret particular cases of variation and/or

linguistic change at the different levels of analysis (phonological, morphosyntactic, lexical and semantico-pragmatic).

Study programme competences / results

Code Study programme competences / results

Learning outcomes

Learning outcomes Study programme

competences /

results

Contents

Topic Sub-topic

Introducing language variation and change: Linguistic

variation as a condition for linguistic change.

The idea of language change

The idea of language variation

Language classifications: typological, geographical, genealogical

Diachrony, synchrony, diatopy and diaphases in language. 

Basic types of linguistic change Simplification and elaboration 

Factors determining variation and change: Internal and

external factors.

Materials for the study of variation and change in English. The nature of the evidence and its limitations 

Variation and change in the different linguistic components Phonology

Lexis

Semantics

Morphology

Syntax 

An overview of approaches to the study of language variation

and change

Planning

Methodologies / tests Competencies /

Results

Teaching hours

(in-person & virtual)

Student?s personal

work hours

Total hours

Guest lecture / keynote speech 5 0 5

ICT practicals 5 10 15
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Document analysis 2 12 14

Mixed objective/subjective test 1 9 10

Seminar 7 7 14

Oral presentation 2 10 12

Personalized attention 5 0 5

(*)The information in the planning table is for guidance only and does not take into account the heterogeneity of the students.

Methodologies

Methodologies Description

Guest lecture /

keynote speech

Students will be given examples from different languages so that they may  think about any phenomena observable at first

sight

ICT practicals Use of different platforms, dataases, tee-banks, corpora and other electronic tools for linguistic research that are good bases

for empirical studies 

Document analysis Critical reading of recommended sources

Mixed

objective/subjective

test

Mixed test to be solved either in class or at home

Seminar

Oral presentation Presentation containing the concepts and competences acquired

Personalized attention

Methodologies Description

ICT practicals Students will receive persional attention either at the teachers' offices or via e-mail.

Assessment

Methodologies Competencies /

Results

Description Qualification

Mixed

objective/subjective

test

Test or tests to be taken in class or submitted by any electronic platform as

recommended by the teacgers

25

Oral presentation Oral presentation and/or paper (1,500 words, excluding references). 50

ICT practicals Use and command of electronic linguistic tools and resources 20

Document analysis Critical reading of different sources 5

Assessment comments
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1. % Active participation inthe sessions. Please note that attendance to thesessions is compulsory. (Assessed competences: G04,G06, G07)

2. 45% Exercises(e.g. in-class or home assignments) to be submitted via the teaching platform. (Assessedcompetences: G01, G02, G03, G04, G05,

G06, G07, G08, E01, E02, E06)

3. 50% Oral presentation and paper (1,500 words,excluding references). (Assessed competences: G01, G02, G03, G04, G05, G06, G07,G08, G09,

G10, E01, E02, E06)

In order to pass this module,students must obtain at least a mark of 50 (out of 100) in items 2 and 3.

Second opportunity:Students will have to repeat only those parts (exercise(s) and paper)in which they did notreach a pass in the first opportunity.

 IMPORTANT

All exercises and tests will be done in English. Overall correctness in language and in the use of formal conventions is indispensable. Therefore,

grammatical and orthographicmistakes will be penalised.

Academic misconduct (including cheating, plagiarism, collusion or fabrication of results) will not be toleratedand will be penalised.

Second opportunity: 

Students will have to repeat only those parts (exercises and case study)in which they did not reach a pass in the first opportunity. In the

secondopportunity the case study will be submitted as a written essay (between2,000-3,000 words, excluding references).

Students officially exempt from class attendance:

All exercises and tests will be done in English. Overall correctness inlanguage and in the use of formal conventions is indispensable.

Therefore,grammatical and orthographic mistakes will be penalised.

Those who are officially registered as part-time students, and have been granted permission not to attend classes, as stipulated in the regulations of

this University, will be assessed in either of the opportunities according to the same criteria specified for the second opportunity.

Part-time students who have been granted a "dispensa académica" must contact the teacher at the beginning of the semester in order to design the

necessary changes and adjustments relating to the different activities to be carried out along the academic year.

LINGUISTIC ACCURACY

Both the theoretical and practical examination must meet the minimum requirements of linguistic correctness (spelling and grammar, punctuation,

syntax concordance, lexical precision, or formal register). The level in English language expected of students is equivalent to a C1 level. Deficiencies

in this area will be penalized in qualifying.

Essays and written work may be tested through Turnitin in order to detect wrong citations, plagiarism or any other type of fraud. Should this occur, the

rules for plagiarism will be applied. (Normasde avaliación, revisión e reclamación das cualificacións dos estudos de grao emestrado universitario).

Turnitin recognises papers previously turned in by other people (or the student him/herself) at this university or other universities, as well as other

material found on Internet.

Sources of information
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Complementary
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Recommendations

Subjects that it is recommended to have taken before

Subjects that are recommended to be taken simultaneously

Subjects that continue the syllabus

Other comments

&nbsp;Students are expected to complete all assignments and

readings suggested by the lecturer(s), and to come to the sessions prepared to

discuss them. Students must visit the eLearning platform for the course

regularly. Students are expected to check their university email on a regular

basis: announcements and last-minute changes will be notified via email.&nbsp;

Academic misconduct (including cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion

or fabrication of results) will not be tolerated and will be penalised.&nbsp;						

(*)The teaching guide is the document in which the URV publishes the information about all its courses. It is a public document and cannot

be modified. Only in exceptional cases can it be revised by the competent agent or duly revised so that it is in line with current legislation.
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